Lesbians discuss beauty and aging.
ABSTRACT Two conversations with three aging lesbians are presented to identify and explore different definitions of beauty and how these definitions change and are influenced by age. The three women interviewed believe beauty is more than skin deep, yet they differ regarding specific components of beauty. Two believe that their definition of beauty has changed as they age and one believes that her definition has remained basically unchanged through the years. Topics of discussion include: beauty role models, the impact of the American beauty standard on their self-esteem, and what they look for in potential partners. Through these women's diverse opinions on how beauty is defined and experienced by older lesbians, we see that there is no one perspective representing all older women.